* 


E RVATIONS 


> £m 


"> a — — — Fay. 2 2 


— ö 


1 


r 
6 


yo 


# 


Price One Shilling, ] 


= 
4 


% 
unn OT ANNE ENT) beat Wat mnt tm. dan 222 . troy $f een 7 
o r- 1 
* hl 3 2 p 4 * bd 83 3 : | ? * 


. . rr 
1 o ; Yr" Z 


mA bs 
* r * * 2 - 
n n 
8 * = 


* 


{ OBSERVATIONS | 
UPON THE ”. 
P N 5 0e 1 1 
OF 
or W— 2 
EE » 

AT THE 


w HIT E PLAINS; 


AS RELATED IN THE GAZETTE 
or DECEMBER 30, 1770. 


” L O N D ON: 
 PainTED rox J. BEW, PaTzr-nosTER Row, 


M.DCC.LXXIX. 


j 
* 
* 
7 

4 
N 


—_— 


Eng a an Sen 


3 


＋ 


* 


* 
5 f 
: * 
_ 
* 3 
<% 4 
ws * 
* N 
* 
— 
_ 
& * 
* * 
2 
* 
%%% . «7§Üðæ — 
„„ 3 " * r „„ PIE 3 
— 8 * ' Sms 


— 
* 
* 
= 
- 
® 
* 
* * 
' . 
* 
"= 
b * 
* 
* . we * 
* 
* = 
* 
| 
x 1 
* 
| 
1 4 
8 4 
7 
* 
S2 1 
#. 
"_ 
* 
x 
. 
* f * 
- * 
* 
—— 2 —— 4 r wy ED — oa — — — EH 
——— — „ —— mo — 


IR W m He having called for 
papers for the ſatisfaction of the 
publie, and thereby invited us to read 


and attend to them, I have been acci- 
dentally led to the peruſal of one of 
them, and here offer what has occurred | 


* 89 * P uy 


upon the occaiancs/ io wn 


The obſervations ac 1 ſolely 


to the Generals and Admiral's own ac- 
count. * And, that the readers mir | 


may, pot be prejudiced, he is defined 


firſt. to peruſe the, letters themſelves, ; 


with Fadens, or any other; larger. _ 
of New York and Lon 


945 Iſland. 143 0 
The latter part of the letters, won 


the. taking, Fort, Waſhington, is omit- 


ted. a5, having no relation to the ſub- 
ject. „ oa tf ona 
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THE LONDON GAZETTE | 
"EXTRAORDINARY; 
Publiſhed by Authority. 

As. December zo, 1 


« Jo, Beba. D 2 O, 1 . 
&& ＋ HIS morning Captain Gardner, 


one of General Sir Wilkam Howe's aid 

du camps, arrived in his Majeſty's: ſhip 
Tamar from New York, with the fol- 
lowing diſpatches from General drag 
— Howe to * 6 _—_ Geis“ 


8 New T rk, | Nevenber 3 0. ue. 
12486 My LORD, 117 
„THE ſervice in which I have been 


| ate per ſince the departure of Captain 


Balfour, with advice of the reduction of 
New York, would not allow of an earlier 
time'toTend an account to your Lordſhip 


of the pi -ogreſs made from that period. 


The very ſtrong poſitions the enemy 
had taken on this ifland, and fortified 
with incredible labour, determined me 
to get bn their "ym communi- 

KK 2 cation 


cation with ConheAicut, with à view of 
forcing them to quit the ſtrong holds in 
2 neighbourbeed of King's Bridge, 
if e ee by WP them to ac- 5 
Ae e oy 
ay previous target ita 8 
made, the army emibarked on the r2th' 
of October in flat boats arid other craft, 
and preſſing through the danger ous na- 
Vgation of Hell Gate, in a very thick 
fog, landed on Frogs Neck, near” the 
town' of Weſt Cheſter, about nine in 
the note. the C arrys fort krigate 
being placed to cover thle deſcent. The 
preſence of Eord Howe, the activity of 
Cortoders Hotham, raft of the Cape" 
tains of the fleet, and of the navy offi- 1 
cets in genbral, were infinite) condu-" 
cive to the ng 's ſervice,” int s diffl- 
cult movement; oblx one attillety boat 
wis overſet, having three fix-polinilets | 
on board, witch were Loft, and three : 
men'drowned,” £ 
"es Lins: General Earl Baby re- 
mained with' two brigades of bam and ; 


* one 


14 } 


one of the Heſſians in the lines near Ha- 
erlem, to cover New Vork. 1 
on The army remained in this ſitua- 
tion until the ſtores and proviſions could 
be brought up, and three battalions, of, 
Heſſians drawn from Staten Iſland, 


which, together with ſome bad weather 


intervening, occaſioned a delay of five 
"ans... 
On the 1 ;8th, Gol: corps. reim-, 
barked f in flat boats, and paſſing round 
Frogs N eck, landed on Pells Point at 
the mouth of Hutchinſon' 8 River; after. 
which the main body croſſed the. mouth 
of that river to the ſame place, adyanged.. 
immediately, and laid that night upon) 
their arms, with the left upon a creek. . 
oppoſite to Eaſt Cheſter, #08: the NEAL 4 
near to Rochelle. 5+ a 
on the march to this graund;. ; 
ſkirmiſh enſued with a fipall. party of 
the. enemy poſted. to defend a narrow. 
cauſeway, who were purſued for a mile, 
when a conſiderable body appearing in 
front behind ſtone walls and i in woods, 
ER ſome 


* „ 


1 


ſome companies of light infantry, and a 


part of the chaſſeurs, were detached to 


diſlodge them, which they did effectu- 


ally; Lieutenant Colonel Muſgrave com- 


manding the firſt battalion of light in- 
fantry, and Captain Evelyn of the fourth 


regiment, were both wounded ; the lat- 


ter is ſince dead, and much to be re- 
gretted as a gallant officer, but Lieute- 
_ nant Colonel Muſgrave is in a fair way 
of recovery ; three ſoldiers were killed 


and twenty wounded. 
The enemy's loſs upon this occaſion 


was a Lieutenant Colonel killed, a Ma- 
jor | wounded, and about ninety men 


killed and wounded. 


The part of the W light dra- 
goons that arrived with Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Harcourt on the 3d inſtant (one 
tranſport being ſtill miſſing) and the 


whole of the ſeventeenth light wen 
joined the army on the 2oth. - 


* On the 21ſt the right a center of 
the army moved to a poſition about two 
miles to the northward of Rochelle, on 
t road to the White Plains, leaving 

. 3 Lieutenant 


I N 


Lieutenant General Heiſter, with two 
brigades. of Heſſians and one of Britiſh, 
to occupy the former ground. Lieute- 
nant Colonel Rogers, with his corps of 
Rangers, was detached to take poſſeſſion 
of Mamaroneck, where the careleſſneſs 
of his centries expoſed him to a ſur- 
prize from a large body of the enemy, 
by which he loſt a few men killed or 
taken; nevertheleſs, by a ſpirited exer- 
tion, he obliged them to retreat, leav- 
ing behind them ſome priſoners, and 

ſeveral killed and wounded, + 
The ſixth brigade, a by 
Brigadier Agnew, was moved the 22d to 
ſuſtain the poſt of Mamaroneck. On 
the ſame day Lieutenant General Knyp- 
hauſen, with the ſecond diviſion of Heſ- 
ſians and regiment of Waldeckers, hav- 
ing arrived 'the 18th at New York, 
landed at Rochelle, was ordered to re- 
main there to cover the diſembarkation 
of the ſtores and proviſions. 
Upon the movement of the army to 
Frogs Neck, the enemy detached a corps 
to A Plains, and quitted their po- 
ſition 


{3.1 


ſition about King's Bridge with * 
precipitation, leaving two thouſand men 
for the defence of Fort Waſhington, ex- 
tending their force behind the Brunx, 
from Valentine's Hill to White Plains, 
in detached camps, every where en- 
trenched. Their left by this means 
covering an upper communication with 
Connecticut, as well as the road along 
the North River, it was judged expe- 
dient to move to White Plains, and en- 
deavour to bring them to an action. 
„Lieutenant General Heiſter, with 
his corps, having orders to join on the 
march, the army, moved in two co- 
lumns on the 25th, and took a poſition 
with the Brunx in front, the right of 
the line being at the diſtance of four 
miles from the White Plains ; upon 
which the rebels immediately quitted 
their detached camps between King's 
Bridge and White Plains, aſſembling 
their whole force at the latter place, 
behind entrenchments that had been 
thrown up by the advanced corps. 
DES n—_ « The 


55 


The army marched by the right in 
two columns towards White Plains early 
on the 28th, Lieutenant- General Clin- 
ton leading the right, and Lieutenant 
General Heiſter the left colum. 
1 al Before noon all the enemy's ad- 
vanced parties were dr ove. back to their 
works by the light infantry and chaſſcurs, 
and the army formed with the right up- 
on the road from Mamaroneck to the 
White Plains, about a mile from the 

centre of their lines; "a and the left to the = 
Brunx, near the ſame diſtance from the 
right flank of their entrenchments. 

A corps of the enemy was formed 
on a commanding ground, ſeparated from 
the right flank of their entrenchments 
by the Brunx, which alſo, by changing 
its courſe nearly at right angles, ſepa- 
rated this corps in front from the left 
of the King's army. I 

« Colonel Raille, who ae 
a . brigade of Heſſians on the left, obſerv- 
ing this poſition of the enemy, and ſee- 
ing a Height on the other fide of the 


4 n | | Brunx 


3 
Brunx unoccupied by them, from whenee 
their flank might be galled, took poſſeſ- 
ſion of it with great alacrity, to the ap- 
probation of Lieutenant-General Heiſter, 
. who was acquainted with this movement 
by Sir William Erſkine. | 
86 Upon viewing the Gmation, orders 
were given for a battalion of Heſſians to 
paſs the Brunx and attack this detached 
corps, ſupported by the ſecond brigade 
of Britiſh, under the command of Briga- 
dier-General Leſlie, and the Heſſian 
grenadiers ſent from the right, com- 
manded by Colonel Donop; giving di- 
rections at the ſame time for Colonel 
Raille to charge the enemy's flank as the 
Heſſian battalion advanced to them in 
front; but there being ſome difficulty 
in paſſing the Brunx, the 28th and 3 th 
regiments, who: were the firſt to ſupport, 
paſſed it in a place moſt practicable, and 
formed on the oppoſite fide, though un- 
der the enemy's fire, with the greateſt 
ſteadineſs ; aſcended the ſteep hill in de- 
 hance to all oppoſition, and ruſhing on 
2 — — the 


10 J 


the enemy, routed, and drove them back 
from their works. 
. £© Theſe two battalions: were | cloſely 


ſupported by the 5th and 49th regiments; 
who ſhewed the ſame zeal to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves ; the Heſſian grenadiers alſo 


coming up, and paſſing the Brunx, aſ- 

cended the height with the greateſt ala- 

erity and in the beſt order. 
This material poſt being gained, the ; 


Heſſian grenadiers were ordered forward 


upon the heights within cannon ſhot of 
the entrenchments, the Brunx from its 


winding courſe being ſtill between them 


and the enemy's right flank; the 2d 


brigade of Britiſh formed in the rear of 
the Heſſian grenadiers, and the two bri- 
gades of Heſſians on the left of the ad 


brigade, with their left upon the road 
leading from Terry town to White 
Plains. 
The right and centre of the army 
did not remove from their ground. In- 


this poſition the troops lay upon their 
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arms that night, and with very little 
43 alteration encamped next day. 
3 The officers and men of the Britiſh 
9 and Heſſian artillery deſerve much com- 
I mendation for their — ſervices on 
mas occaſion F 
= « The killed, weimnded, ans WY | 
ers taken from the enemy, during the 
_ courſe of this day, is ſaid to be not leſs 
FI than n 
1 The loſs of his | Majeſty's 1 trois 
I and allies was ſmall, as your Lordſhip 
3 will obſerve by the general return, con- 
3 Afidering the ſtrength of the ground from 
' whence the enemy was forced; though 
4 the loſs of Lieutenant-Colonel Carr of- 
the 35th regiment, who died the next *\W 
day of his wounds, is much to be la- 
mented. 
„The enemy dem back their en- 
campment on the night of the 28th; 
1 and, obſerving their lines next morning 
Z$ much ſtrengthened by additional works, 
F the deſigned attack upon them was de- 
ferred ; and the 4th brigade, left with 
— DIED Lord . 
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Lord Percy, with two battalions of the 
— * were ordered”. to Join the 
army. 5 
-14t; Theſe bande ee joined on 
the zoth in the afternoon, a diſpoſition 
was made for the attack next day; but 
the night and morning proving very wet, 
it was poſtponed: in the mean time the 
rebels, having intelligence by a deſerter 
of their danger, moſt prudently evacu- 
ated their camp in the night of the iſt 
of November, after ſetting fire to all the 
houſes in and near their lines, moſt of 
vhich were conſumed, and retired with 
their main force towards North Caſtle, 
leaving a ſtrong rear guard upon the 
* heights and in the woods, for one mile 
back from their entrenchments, the 
poſſeſſion of which was immediately 
taken, and the Heſſian * re- 
mained upon the ground. 
All theſe motions plainly indicating 
the enemy's deſign to avoid coming to 
action. I did not think the driving their 


lt 1 


_ 


rear r,guard, farther back an object of the 
leaſt conſequence, It nog 2 2 Wo 
„Lieutenant General Keen bo- 
ing. ordered, on the 28th of October, to. 
leave the regiment of Waldeck at Ro- 
chelle, and to moye with the fix, battay 
lions of. Heſſians of his corps ; towards, 
1 Kingſbridge, took poſt. at Miles, Square 
and Valentine's Hill, and on the 2d of 
November encamped on the Td 4 
$ New York near to King” 8. "Bridge ; 
exlemy quitting the heights of For Ro 
upon his approach, retired! to Fort 
Waſhington. Th DOS ALOUD. U 35 sb 
Da The rtf Wed ordert cd, on the id 
ts“ Provide three dap 8 forage'; and the 
next day Major General Grant marched 
with the fourth brigade to Miles Square 
ar Valentine's Hill; che ſixth brigade 


to a bridge over the Brunx i in Weſt | 


Cheſter near Ne: Eancey 8 oY pr aud 
the. Waldeck regiment took ꝓoſt at an- 
©ther,.three., mules hor < 4 * 
the Hane n nds df 03 gur 
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Dobbs's Ferry upon the North river. 


« When this movement was Si, 


the rebels came down from their ſtrong 
holds, burning what they had not before 
_ deſtroyed at White Plains, and diftreſ- . 


ſing the inhabitants by ſmall age | 
a nr wanton deren, e ee 


; : = 06 


Wo « Aimirally Office, Gb 30, 1 1776. N 
Co CAPTAIN Maſon, . of - his Ma- 


a 8 ooh the Tamar, arrived Jeſter- 
day at Dartmouth, and came to Town, 


4444 


this morning with diſpatches from Lord | 


Viſcount Howe, of which the Kunde 
is a copy: 


N oer 
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61. The General at thinkin fit to move 
with a large part of the army to the 


right of the rebel forces, who were pre- 


paring to eſtabliſh themſelves for the 
winter 


1 75] 
winter on the heights above King's 


of Vork Ifland, the embarkation of the 
troops in the flat boats and ſmall veſſels 
provided, was made from Kep's Bay, in 


der the direction of Commodore | Hg. 


tham, with the Captains of! the ſhips/ 


from which the boats were manned, as 
in the former inſtances; and the troops 
were landet in the morning on the pe- 


ninſula of Frogs Neck, in the Sound: | 
about ten miles eaſtward From! New 


Fork, without oppoſition. 


A thick fog 8 wha the 


boats entered the dangerous paſſage 
through Hell Gate, every ill confequence? 


was to be apprehended; but it fortua! 


er happened, that no other injury 
iſtained befides | the overſetting of 
am àrtillery boat, by which accident two 
field pieces and three men were loſt. 
01 It had been ſome time before re. 
ſolved, in order to prevent the enemy 
from as ſupplies -by:!ithe! North» 
VI K ä | River, 


Bridge, as well as on the north part 


the night of the rith of laſt month, uni. 


— 


lately making freſh attempts to block 
the Channel. Captain Parker in the 
Phoenix was again choſen for this ſer: 


1 16 1 
River, to ſend a dctachnient of ſhips 


above their works at Jefferys: Hook on 


Y York Iſland and the oppoſite ſhore” of 
Jerſey, ' between which they had been 


vice, with the Roebuck and Tartar. The 


wind did not permit the ſhips to paſs 
the enemy's works until the gth- By the 
accounts I have a few days ſince received; 
from Captain Parker, I find the ſhips; 
had ſuffered much in their maſts and 
rigging; the loſs of men, as in the in- 
cloſed return, was leſs conſiderable. -f 
four of the enemy's gallies chaced from 


their tations behind the lines of ſunken 


frames and veſſels placed to obſtruct the 
paſſage of che river, two were taken; 


one mounting a thirty-two pounder with 


| ſwivels, - J the other twWO mint pounders 
and two four pounders. The two re- 
maining gallies, with ſome ſmall veſſels, 


being favoured by the tide and weather, 


4 the ſhips in ſhoal water, where 
they 


0 


un 1 
thiey had ſufficient protection Froms the 


ſhore, which was in the enemy” 8 bol 5 


ſeſſion. 


«« The General judging it neceſſary to 
make a ſecond movement with the troops 
he conducted, further to the eaſtward of 

Frogs Neck, the light infantry, grena- 
diers, and other corps of the firſt em- 


barkation, were again taken into the flat- 


bottomed boats, and landed the 18th on 
Pells Neck, ſeparated from Frogs Neck 
by Hutchinſon s River. The reſt of 
the army, which had only that narrow 
ſtream to paſs, were conveyed over with 
the artillery and baggage a few hours 
after. And the ſecond diviſion of the 
Heſſians, that came under convoy of the 


Diamond the 19th, were carried up in 
the flat boats, and landed the 2 3d on 
Myers Neck, the poſt of communica- 


tion with the fleet laſt eſtabliſhed, nearer 


to New Rochelle. 

« This poſition of the army requir- 
in g further proviſion to be made for 
keeping the intercourſe open by water 
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1 
with York Iſland, the Roſe and Senegal 
were added to the frigates and fmall 
armed veſſels before ſtationed in the 
Sound for that purpoſe. 

« Tt is incumbent on me to repreſent 
to your Lordſhips on this occaſion, and 
I cannot too pointedly expreſs, the un- 
abating perſeverance and alacrity with 
which the ſeveral claſſes of officers and 
ſeamen of the ſhips of war and tran- 
ſports have ſupported a long attendance 
and unuſual degree of fatigue conſe- 
quent of theſe different movements of 
the army. Captain Phipps, and the 
_ detachment of ſeamen under his com- 
mand, who were further appointed to 
aſſiſt in the ſervice of the artillery upon 
an emergency, have acquired much cre- 
dit by their ſpirited conduct on that 
duty. 
+708 The enemy, retreating on every 
occaſion as the army advanced, were 
forced from the White Plains, (where | 
they ſeemed prepared to make ſome ſtand) 
into the North Caſtle diſtrict, and have 


finally 


FE wy] 


finally retired, with the greateſt part of 


their forces, behind the Cooton River, 
whereby the communication was open 
from York Iſland with the continent, 
by King 5 Bridge. 


* 


THERE i is a tory eorteiithy told, that 


when General Heiſter was upbraided 
with the loſs of the Heſſian brigade at 
Trenton, and aſked how he came to 
truſt it to ſuch a drunken fellow as 
Raille, the reply made was; Sir, if you 
will tell me why you would not make 


an end of the war at White Plains, I will 


then give you an anſwer, 


Heiſter is dead; and I do not warrant 
the truth of this ſtory: but the hearing 
of it led me to read over the General 8 


account of this affair. 


It ſets out with telling us, The very 


* ſtrong poſitions the enemy had taken 


* on this iſland, (of New York) and 


* fortified with incredible labour, deter- 
** mined me to get upon their princi- 


68 « pal communication with Connecticut, 


C2 00 with 


E 

&« with a view of forcing them to quit 

« the ſtrong holds in the neighbour- 

« hood of King's Bridge, and, if poſſible, 

* to bring them to action.“ 

The map, or any inhabitant of New 
York, will inform the reader, that the 
principal road of communication be- 
tween King's Bridge and Connecticut 18 

through New Rochelle. That the 
whole tract of land fouth and ſouth- 

weſt of Rochelle, forms a peninſula, : 
ſhut up on three ſides by the North Ri- 
ver, and an arm of the fea calted the 

Eaſt River. That there were only two 
roads by which the rebels at King's 
Bridge could eſcape out of this penin- 
ſula; the one due north towards Ca- 
nada, and the other north-eaſt through 

| Rochelle towards Connecticut. e 
White Plains lies out of this peninſula, 

a few miles to the northward: and that 

Frogs Neck is a point of land at the 

bottom of this peninſula, forming the 
ſouth-eaſt corner of it. 

And every one muſt underſtand by 

theſe 


11 
theſe expreſſions, that the General meant 
to avail himſelf of the benefit of the 
fleet, and land at the back of the rebels 
upon the Connecticut road, and attack 
them as ſoon as he could. This was 
certainly a very wiſe and juſt meaſure, 
and ſo obvious an one, that many peo- 
ple wondered he did not purſue it above 
a month before, when the army lay en- 
camped at New Town in Long Iſland. 
He might from thence have avoided the 
dangerous navigation of Hell Gate; 
and by landing at Rochelle, and taking 
poſt between that and the North River, 
have ſhut up the whole rebel army. 
| Sooner or later, it was certainly a very 
juſt and wiſe meaſure, had it been put 
in any fort of execution. 
To a common underſtanding, two 
things ſeemed neceſſary for this purpoſe. 
The firſt was the landing upon, or as 
near as poſſible to, the road of com- 
munication: and the other was the 
marching directly up to it, and cutting 
off the enemy's retreat; or, if they did 
1 3 move, 


4 
F 
. 
# 
. + 
f 
j [4 
4 
f 
* 
, . 
+ Kh 
3 
F 
5 
+ FF 
4 * 
: FS 
Ft 
4 
1 
g 
. 
1 15 
1 
N 
a gi 
_ 
4-38 
fy 
„ 
4 5 
1 | 
"37 
54 
4 
ba”: 
1 
1 
iS 
__ 
LY 
{+ 
ve} 
— 
4 1 
1 ! Cy 
bp | 
-*Y 
3 
* . 
* ' i 
_ 
A 
; 3 
l »Y 
* 
x 
PETS 
15 
1 
1 
4 * 
W {84 
—z 
+. 
_ 
A * 
1 
＋ 5 
19 
. 
1 f L 
* 
N 
© i, 
_— 
„ 
1 F. 
. by 
_— 
"= *. 
_— 
EX. 
* 4 
; * 
q 4 
A bay” 
n : 
» 1 
. 
44 
. 
N ry, 
20 
ba 
7 1 
* 
; at 
% 3 
. 
en 
. 
= 
E *s 4 
1 
* 
* 


move, bias them immediately, be» . 


fore they had time to entrench. 


The General thought differently upon 
each of theſe heads. Inſtead of landing. 
at Rochelle (or cloſe by it, at Myers 
Neck, where the ſecond Avila. of 


Heſſians afterwards did land; and where 


the army would have been up the prin- 


cipal road of communication; and in 
three hours march might have poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the poſts upon Brunx and 


White Plains, before the enemy could 


have got thither) he choſe for his land- 


ing-place, a point that runs fartheſt 


ſouth-eaſt into the ſea ; and is the fingle 
ſpot upon the whole coaſt, which was 


the moſt remote from the road of com- 


munication he was to cut off. 


Even from this remoteſt place, the 


army had but ten or twelve miles march, 
either to the enemy at King's Bridge, or 


to the principal communication at Ro- 


chelle. And we might have hoped that 


he would have immediately proceeded 


to action. We had the more reaſon to 


expect 


L389: 1 
expect that nothing could have detained 
him, becauſe. he tells us, that he had 
made. all previous arrangements before he ſet 
aut. And yet no ſooner is he landed, 
than he judges it neceſſary to ſtand ſtill 
five days, waiting, he ſays, for ſtores and 
proviſions.— With his brother attending 
him, and a fleet of tranſports” able to 
carry proviſions for ten months, and all 
his previous arrangements, he is afraid 
of his army's ſtarving in five days. 
If there war any intention to inter- 
cept. the enemy, and bring him to ac- 
tion, the General himſelf will explain, 
how this motion tended to further it; 
otherwiſe the reader's own plain ſenſe 
might lead him to think, that it was the 

only viſible way to fruſtrate it. 
_ . Had the General, after having ſent a 
part of the fleet up the North River, 
landed his army at Rochelle, and poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of the two roads between 
the North and Eaſt rivers, he would have 
ſhut up the rebel army in the peninſula 
of New York, and obliged them either 
C4 to 
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to lay down their arms, or to licht him 
upon what diſadvantageous terms he 
pleaſed. —But this would have been the 
ſtroke of a maſter, and might have put 
an end to the rebellion. 
Inſtead of landing to the northward 
of them, and ſhutting them up, he choſe 


to land at the fartheſt point of ground eg 


to the ſouthward, and let them out; 
and, though it does not appear how this 
motion could be of ſervice to the royal 
army, it manifeſtly anſwered two very 
material purpoſes to the rebels. It gave 
them notice of the General's deſign, and 
five days leiſure to provide againſt it.— 
Accardingly they took the warning; 
and, as the letter tells us, formed a 
chain of entrenched camps behind the 
Brunx ; and ſent forward a detached corps, 
to mark out and entrench a ftrong camp on 
White Plains, as a ſecure place for them 
to retreat to. ö 
But when a delay of five "RY? 1mpor- 
tant days is aſcribed to the waiting for 
proviſions, it is impoſſible not to aſk 
ourſelves, 


1 


ourſelves, on what it was that the troops 
ſubſiſted, till this their grand ſtock ar- 
rived ? Doubtleſs on the proviſions they 


brought with them. And would not they 
have fed them upon a march of ten miles 


to Rochelle, and eight more to the Brunx 


and White Plains, as well as during near 
a week's * reſidence in this new- acquired 
peninſula? The Duke of Marlborough, 
after he had got over the Eaſt River, 
would have marched to the place of deſ- 
tination, or have attacked his enemy, in 
fix hours; while our modern General 
keeps his army in inaction fix days, 


waiting for proviſions; which ſurely could 


have been brought for him to Myers 


Neck or Rochelle, juſt as eaſily as to 
Frogs Neck. See the very different con- 


duct adopted upon a ſimilar occaſion. 
In the year 1708, when the Duke of 
Marlborough judged it neeeſſary to diſ- 
lodge the mens from the banks of the 


The troops embarked on Friday dub Landed 


at Frogs Neck at nine on Saturday morning, and 
left it the next Friday noon. 
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Scheld, and really intended to bring them 
to action; he marched an army of one 
hundred and eighty ſquadrons, and one 
hundred and twelve battalions fifteen 
miles, two nights ſucceſſively : croſſed 
the Dender, threw bridges over the 
Scheld, and came up with the French on 
the other ſide of it by four o'clock in 
the afternoon : when, without truſting 
to the delay of a ſingle night, he imme- 


diately brought them to action, and that 


very N won the battle of Oude- 
nard. | l 
THe: arogrels of modern warriors 18 
more deliberate: when General Howe, 
being determined to force the enemy from 
their ſtrong holds, and, if poſſible, bring them 
to action, had croſſed the Eaſt River, and 
landed at Frog's Neck, with an army 
not above a third part of the Duke of 
Marlborough's, he ſpent nine days in 
going the firſt ten miles to new Rochelle, 
and ſeven more in going the other eight 
to White Plains. In the firſt nine days, 
after. ſome ſkirmiſhings, and various 
haultings, 


h 
| Wikies, till the enemy ſhould at- their 
own leiſure move off from King's Bridge, 


and their other entrenchments between 
that and White Plains, and thereby ſe- 


cure themſelves from being ſhut up ; the 


army incamped near Rochelle on the 


21ſt, and from thence marched the re- 
maining eight miles by the 28th, when 


the General, not chuſing to attack the 


Rebel camp on that day, made a diſpoſi- 


tion to do it three days after, on the 3 iſt. 


But it proving a wet night and morn- 


ing, the attack, he ſays, was poſtponed. 
What were the diſadvantages attend- 
ing rain is not mentioned, but there 
were ſome manifeſt advantages; the Roy- 
al troops were furniſhed with bayonets; 
the Rebel riflemen could not have them; 
and many of the others, it is ſaid, were 
without them. In the attack of en- 
trenchments, the leſs the aſſailants de- 
pend upon their fire, and the quicker 
they march up, the better. Vet we have 
twice ſeen the Americans ſuffered to go 
off unattacked upon account of rains; 


2 e 3. which 
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which muſt always damp the fire of the 
defenders: and the laſt of which, by wet- 
ting their cartridges, rendered them inca- 
pable of making any fire at all. Con- 
ſidering how the rebels had abandoned 
all their former camps, at Long Iſland, 
at New Vork, at King's Bridge, and at 
what are here called their other ſtrong 
holds; and how very much their number 
had been reduced“; it might have been 
expected, that upon ſeeing the diſpoſi- 
tion made to attack them on the 28th, 
they would have evacuated their camp 
the next night: but knowing that in all 
former inſtances they had been permitted 
to go off with impunity, they preſumed 
on the General's long- ſufferance till the 
night of the iſt of November, and then 
They who ſeemed the beſt informed, ſaid, that 
Mr. Waſhington had not then left with him more 
than ten thouſand men; and, conſidering that he had 
loſt three thouſand at Long Iſland, three hundred at 
New York, and had left two thouſand ſeven hundred 
.at Fort Waſhington ; and conſidering the number of 
deſerters that leave a flying army, they could not pro- 
bably exceed half the number of the Royal, 3 


1%: 


at laſt recollected themſelves , and am- 
doned their entrenchments. The letter 
adds, with the uſual triumph; we imme- 
diately took poſſeſſion of them, and the Heſ- 
IS an grenadiers remained upon the ground. | I 
The Duke of Marlborough' s method i 
of bringing his enemies to action, was —̃ 
to prevent them by the quickneſs of his ll 
| motions, and to come upon them ſooner 9 
than they expectec. The French | 
« Generals,” lay the annals of the time, | 
did not imagine, that a great army 
could march five leagues through an 


Wu 0 * incloſed country, level the roads, A 
„ throw bridges over a great river, and A 
attack them, all in one day.” A mo- 4 
dern General, inſtead of preventing an * 
enemy by the quickneſs of his motions, 9 
rather warns him by the ſlowneſs of ge | 
them. All former warriors, when they 14 

profeſſed a determination to bring their H 
enemies to action, were underſtood to i 
intend as ſoon as poſſible to march up „ 
and fight them, before they had time to "A 
move off: but the bringing an enemy to i 

action j 
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action now means, the deliberately mov- 
ing up to them, and then ſtanding till 
for as many days as they think fit, till 


they ſhall be diſpoſed to move 15 with- 
out fighting. 

The reader will find every . which 
is here ſaid, in the letter itſelf: and when 


that is printed in the Gazette, for the 
public information, every man has an 
undoubted right to — his ſentiments 
upon it. 


The camp near Rebels was within | 


eight miles of the enemy's camp, on the 
21ſt of October; and the rebels moved 
off, unattacked, the night of the 1ſt of 


November. 
What greatly adds to the national hu- 5 


miliation is, that the General, after tell- 


ing us twice over, in this letter, that he 
was determined to bring the enemy, if 


7 poſſible, to action; and after having for 


nine days together lain near enough to 


do this, tells us at length, that the z iſt 


of October proving a wet morning, he 
deterred it again. And after that, the 
rebels 


11 


rebels having intelligence by a deſerter of 
their danger, moſt prudently evacuated their 
camp in the night of the 1ft of November. 

What was the intelligence which this 
deſerter gave, the General could know 
no more than we. Waſhington ſurely 


did not ſend it him; and the deſerter did 
not come back to tell it him: it could 
therefore only be a ſubject of conjec- 


ture; but upon comparing the ſtate of 


the two armies, he ſeems ſo fully ap- 
priſed of the ſuperiority of his own, 
and of the danger to which the enemy 


was expoſed, while they continued where 
they were, as to take it for granted, 
that this deſerter informed them of this 
danger; and that thereupon the next 
night they moſt prudently moved off.— 
Nay more; the General ſeems not only 
himſelf ſenſible of this ſuperiority, and 


of the danger the rebels were in; but 


he muſt have believed, too, . that every 


man in his army ſaw this as well as 


Himſelf : elſe he could have no reaſon to 
ſoppoſe, that this deſerter told them of 
it. 
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it. If therefore it was dangerous for 
the enemy to ſtay, and ſo very prudent 
for them to move off, what then are we 


to think of a commander's prudence, 
who for nine days together remained 


inactive, and did not make uſe of the 
advantage which he ſaw and owns he 
had over them? 


«© On the 28th,” he tells us, cc all the 


«* enemy's advanced parties were driven 
* back to their works, and the army 


« formed within a mile of their center: 
« That Colonel Raille, with a brigade 


„of Heſſians, had ſeized a height on 
« the other ſide the Brunx, from whence 
«« their left flank might be galled : That 
« the 5th and 49th regiments, followed 
« by the Heſſian grenadiers, after cr ofl- 
ing the Brunx, under the fire of the 


« enemy, had attacked and beaten the 
« rebels from another height : That this 
% material poſt being gained, the Heſ- 


« fjan grenadiers were ordered forward 
upon the heights, within cannon-ſhot 
« of the entrenchments. | 


Afﬀter 


41 
After braving the enemy's fire, and 
gaining theſe material poſts; ſo very 
advantageous for attacking them in flank; —̃ 
and turning their line; we might have = 
thought it impoſſible for the General 5 | 
not to bring them to action: but in- | 
5 ſtead of immediately attacking them, he 
\|' eontents himſelf with ſtanding ſtill, as q 
| if waiting for them to attack him. Af. ul 
ter a part of the army had forced the i 
paſſage of the river, and had gained the 
heights on the enemy's flank, inſtead 
of our hearing that the reſt of the 
army was ordered to paſs, and imme- 
diately make uſe of theſe advantages, 
the letter calmly tells us, that che right 
and center: of the army did not move from 
the ground: That in this pofition the troops 
lay upon their arms that night,” and with 
very little alteration encamped the next day. 
Muſt there not have been /ome little al- 
teration in the General's countenance," at 
leaſt, while he was writing this? Could 
he think it poſſible for us not to aſk, 
Tb- what * was it that the . = 
ü D 


— 


— — ——_ 


had 


4% 1 


had forced the paſſage of the Brunx, 
routed a part of the rebel army, and 
gained theſe advantageous poſts, if the 


army were to ſit ſtill and ao. TY 
| has they came there? 10165 
The friend of his ws nil now 
ſees.a French war brought upon us by 
the not finiſhing the American, muſt 
ſurely feel a deep concern on E994 mor- 
| tifying an occaſion. | | 
f on the zoth of October the: ac- 
knowledged ſuperiority. of the royal ar- 
my was ſuch as to make it dangerous 
for the rebels to ſtay; was it not equally 
dangerous on the 28th ? when the royal 
army, by his own account, was rather 
ſtronger than on the goth, and the re- 
bel camp was confeſſedly much weaker. 
Yet.on that very 28th; when the terror 
of ſeeing their out- poſts routed and dri- 
ven in, and of ſeeing their flank ex- 
poſed, was. freſh upon the enemy's 


minds, the General, far from intend- 
ing to bring them to action, ordered 


—— fix. * his l as if he 
roo 3 thought 


1 45 1 


thought kimſchf 00 Rrong 5: and chm 


the next morning, obſarving that the 


he had given them, in ſtrengthening 


their camp, reſolved to give them twWo | | 
days more, while he ſent for five re- 


giments from New Vork; as if he was 
now too weak: and even after waiting | 


two days for their arrival, made no uſe 
of them when they were come ; but 


choſe to allow the rebels one or two 
days more to ſee their danger and lcaps 


from it. 
Upon the whole; examples might per- 


haps be found of a General's ſuffering 


an enemy to eſcape by a delay of a few 
hours, or a ſingle night; but it will be 
difficult to point out an inſtance in hiſ- 
tory of a commander's owning, that it 
was judged expedient to march up to the 


enemy, and endeavour to bring them to at 
tion, and profeſſing himſelf determined 


to do ſo; and then keeping his army in 
ination for ſeveral days together, with- 


in Fannon-ſhot of the enemy, when he 


D 2 himſelf 


enemy had improved the day's reſpite 


1 himſelf tells us, that the ſtate of the 
two armies was ſuch, as to make it 
5 dangerous for the enemy to ſtay where 
tmey were, and much more prudent for 


1 * 


= - them to move off. MI) ene T9 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


; T. E Reader may have cue, that 
theſe remarks upon the army's pro- 

ceedings have been confined ſolely to the 

account as it ſtands in the Gazette. Ac- 

_ cording to that account, nothing can be 
more ſurpriſing, than the General's chuſ- 
ing to divide his ſhort voyage of 20 
miles into two, and landing half way at 
Frogs Neck, as if it were merely to tell 
the enemy whither he was going; and 
then remaining ſix days there, as if in 
order to give them time to fortify the 
proper poſts, and ſecure their retreat. 


I have never heard a reaſon given for his 


going thither, though ſome of his fa- 
voured officers have attempted at an apo- 
logy for his ſtay there. But the General 
| himſelf probably has been better adviſed, 
in aſcribing his ſtay to bad weather, and 

waiting for proviſions; for the reaſons 


which his friends have aſſigned, tend 


e 23 *. 


L 38. J 


any to make the matter worſe, and to 

put him ſtill more in the wrong. 

The General, fay they, was luft- 
formed not ſurely in the poſition of 
Frogs Neck. — No one could inform 
him, chat the way to, cut off an enemys 

communication to the northward, ond 


thereby bring him to action, was to land 
his army at the moſt extreme point to 


the  fouthward of them. This was a 


meaſure which, if it was right, muſt have 
been intentionally right; and if it was 


otherwiſe, could not be the effect of miſ- 
information. | 


But the General was mifigformed Rn . 
the nature of the ground at Frogs Neck, 


and did not know but that he could have 
marched his army out of iti — The Ge- 
neral himſelf has not hinted. any diſap- ä 


pointment of that ſort; and perhaps he 
may not thank his friends for bringing, 
what the world may call à charge, rather 


than an apolagy. Did ever any General 
chuſe for his landing place a detached 


dan of a coaſt, Wige having firſt fully, 


informed 


3 


1 39 F 
informed himſelf whether it was an 


By, iſland or not? Did ever General diſ- 


embark his army upon a point of land, 
whoſe very name ſpoke it to be a penin- 


ſula at leaſt, without knowing whether 
there was a way out of it or not? Did 
ever General put his army upon a march. 
without enquiring whether he had not a 


moraſs or river in his way? Yet theſe 


are the reaſons which have been aſſigned 
for his ſtay there. Reaſons which recoil 


with double force, againſt his ever hav= 
ing gone thither. s 5 
A captain of rangers, i, new 


aiſcdveries' in the inland foreſts of Ame 


rica, might come to a river or ſwamp 


which he was not aware of ; but the 


chuſing a rout for a royal army, in a 
well-inhabited country, only ten miles 
from the capital, without informing him- 


ſelf of what every native of New Vork 


could have told him, is a caſe perfectly 
new, and not eaſily to be accounted for. 

Had this been a ſudden reſolution, taken 
1. e ſome 1 emergency, 


that 


L 40 1 
that might have been ſome alleviation to 
our concern; but it was a meaſure which 
had already been a ſubject of ſix weeks 
deliberation: and had he ſtudied ſix 
months longer, (ſo far as has yet ap- 


ſpot more improper for his purpoſe. 


The General himſelf ſpeaks of Frogs 
Neck as of a place well known, and 
needing no explanation, The Admiral 
calls it a peninſula. A former Gazette 
af the 21ſt of December deſcribes it as an 
iſland. The proprietors. of the lands 
and mills at the outlet, one at leaſt of 
whom was then with the General at 
New York, could: have told him, that 


for all the purpoſes of marching an ar- 


my, it was really an iſland; the anly 
outlet being over an artificial cauſeway of 


wooden logs, laid in the marſh, the 


breadth of a ſingle waggon; and a bridge 
over a gut or arm of the ſea, made of 
the ſame materials. It is hardly nece(-_ 


ſary to apprize the reader, from the for- 


mer Gazette, that the rebels had taken 


SP | 
2 | 
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up this bridge and cauſeway ; for there 
was but one man, I ſuppoſe, in New 
Vork, who would not have expected it. 


After having ſeveral of his men ſhot 
from the higher grounds, in their march 


along this neck, the army found a river 
or creek before them, and an enemy be- 
hind a breaſtwork on the other ſide of it. 
Here the General found himſelf at a 
ſtand; and juſt as far from his purpoſe, 
as if he had ſtaid at New Vork: he 
could not go on; and this therefore, 
like his other forward movements, ended 
'only m a backward retirement. And 


whereas during the fix preceding weeks, 


the troops at their camp in Long Ifland 
might have had the ſhorteſt and moſt | 
commodious paſſage from Whitſtown to 


Rochelle ; the General now perceived, as 


the reſult of his long deliberation, that 
he had put his own army under all the 

_ diſadvantages, in which he might have 
pulaced his enemy. That inſtead of his 
getting upon the enemy's road of com- 
munication, they had got upon his. 
7 — - 


En aq 


Ln 
1. 3 


That inſtead of his ſnutting up the whole 
rebel army, a very ſmall part of theirs 


had ſhut up all his. And that he had 


choſen a poſition, which, far from ena- 
bling him to bring the enemy to action, 


had tied up his own hands and legs, and 


rendered N eng unable to = at 


all 


What FRY * 1 * to nd 8 
on ſuch a ſpot, the General has not 
thought fit to tell us: but the nation 
King's army into a pound, of which 
the King's enemies had 1 lock and 5 


key? 


ful of rebels that locked them in 
The two known requiſites to the ſuc- 


650 a every military Wierpnge, are 1e> 


Soar 


They were. a; 1 the King's 
5 ſhips, and a fleet of flat boats, in a 
manner that never army was before; 
and therefore could not be loſt. But 
without that reſource, they muſt pro- 
bably have been reduced to the neceſſit/ 
of ſtarving, or ſurrendering to a hand- 
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 fideration, it might have been thought, 
would have prompted him to expedition. 


ral had given up hy thus ſtopping half 
way: but this, and every other — 


The fleet of boats which had rowed him 


the firſt half of his way, lay ready to : 
carry him the other half. The map will 
ſhew the reader, that the extent of this 
his tether (or, if he chuſe it, of this his 
—_— was but three or four miles 
1 8 And we might have hoped that 
: ws part of it could have been recon- 
| noitred in as many hours; and that the 
General, finding that he could not go 
on, would have wiſhed to get out of this 
pound as ſoon as poſſible. The nation, 
at leaſt, might not have wiſhed him to 
give the rebels more time to ſecure them- 
ſelves : the General however choſe other- 
wiſe; and, far from immediately put- 
ting his troops into their boats again, 
and rowing the next tide to Rochelle, 
their place of deſtination, he kept the 
King's troops for ſix days in this ſtate 
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